
Office Hours 
(Subject to change based on university policy)

The Office of Student Financial Aid is always 
open. If a question or concern comes to mind in 
the middle of the night or on the weekend or on 
a holiday, you have the option to email us your 
questions or your concerns. As we continue to 
move through the fall, we will have someone in 
the office all week. Financial Aid Coordinator 
Tony Dickman will be on campus in his office 
in the Student Services Building on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:45 p.m. and will be working remotely on 
Mondays and Fridays. Tony is also available via 
email and/or phone. Both Courtney Gandy in 
admissions and financial aid and Kristina Healy, 
director of enrollment services will be in the 
office when Tony is not available on campus and 
can answer your questions or concerns. 

If you would like to set up an appointment just 
email the office at lima-financial.aid@osu.edu 
and we’ll get you on the calendar.  

What happens if Ohio State 
moves your class to an 
online platform?
If my school moves classes online, how can I 
remain eligible for financial aid?

• If your classes have moved to an online 
format, you must continue to participate in 
the coursework and follow your teacher’s 
or professor’s instructions to remain eligible 
for financial aid. If you have questions about 
the online format, contact your professor or 
academic advisor. Find more updates and 
resources at StudentAid.gov/coronavirus.
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Fall = Free Money Season
Michael Scott said it best, or was it Wayne Gretzky, “You miss 100% of the 
shots you don’t take.” That quote can be related to financial aid, in that you 
will miss out on financial assistance if you don’t apply. Fall is indeed upon 
us and fall is known to Financial Aid Coordinator Tony Dickman as Free 
Money Season. The reason it’s Free Money Season is because the fall is 
when you need to renew/complete your FAFSA for federal aid eligibility for 
next year, complete the Ohio State Application for Special Scholarships, 
and begin searching for outside/external scholarships. 

Ohio State Application for Special Scholarships
Did you know that Ohio State Lima has more than 50 scholarships that you 
can apply for with just one application? Ohio State Lima awards a lot of 
money each year in the form of scholarships, which is free money towards 
your college expenses. The application has changed for this year, for the 
better. The application flows much more smoothly and still only takes about 
15-20 minutes to complete. 

One of the most-asked questions we get each year is “Do I have to 
write an essay?” The answer to that question is “yes,” you will almost 
always (at least 90% of the time) have to submit an essay to be able to 
apply for free money. Along with the Ohio State Application for Special 
Scholarships, check out the Ohio State Lima Scholarship page at go.osu.
edu/limascholarships as well as the website for your individual college 
within Ohio State. For instance, if you are pursuing a degree in mechanical 
engineering, you can look for additional scholarship opportunities on the 
College of Engineering website. Many of the individual colleges have a 
few scholarship applications that are only on their websites, so make sure 
you take some time to look around because every dollar counts, especially 
when it free money.   

Did You Know:
If you get your loan money, but then you realize you don’t need the money 
after all, you may cancel all or part of your loan within 120 days of receiving 
it and no interest or fees will be charged.

We are still within the allowed 120 days to return or cancel a portion or all 
of a student loan for this semester. If you would like to adjust the amount or 
cancel a loan, please contact us and we can have a conversation about it. 
Typically, all we need to cancel, adjust, or re-offer a student loan is an email 
from you from your Ohio State email address specifically stating your wishes. 
For instance, if you want to adjust your loan amount for autumn, you would 
email us from your Ohio State email address stating that you would like to 
reduce your autumn loan from $1500 to $500. We would then reduce your 
loan by the $1000. Also, if you declined your loan at the beginning of the 
school year, you can email us asking us to re-offer your student loans and in 
2-3 business days you’ll be able to accept student loans. 

Make sure you are checking your Ohio State 
email account and your Buckeye Link account, 
especially if you are still waiting on financial aid 
forms to be processed. We will add “comments” 
to your items on your To Do List if we need 
clarification or additional documents. 

REMINDER
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Adjusting Your Schedule
It is important for you to know that changes to your schedule can, and 
more times than not, will impact your financial aid. It is very important that 
you speak with your academic advisor and the financial aid office if you 
decide to adjust your schedule. Even when adding a course after the start 
of a term, it is a great practice to ask financial aid if it will cause a change 
to your aid for the term. If you add a course late and go above 18 credit 
hours you may owe additional dollars for that course, so again, stop in the 
office and ask or give us a call or email.

When dropping or withdrawing from a course, the date you do so plays a 
key role in many ways. 

• The first way the date impacts you is when thinking about the charges for 
the courses. You have until the end of the first week (typically) to drop a 
course and not be charged for the course. If you drop a course after the 
first week but prior to the third Friday of the term, you would be charged 
25% for the course. If you decide to drop after the third Friday but prior to 
the fourth Friday you will be charged 50% for your course. 

• The second way the date impacts you is in terms of financial aid dollars. If 
you drop prior to the financial aid census date (typically around the fourth 
Friday of the term) we are forced to review your enrollment (how many 
hours you have) and adjust your awards as needed. For instance, if you 
drop from 13 to 10 credit hours prior to the census date for the term, you 
would go from Full-time to Part-time, meaning that we have to remove 
scholarship and grant money from your account which could leave you 
owing money. 

• The third way in which the date impacts you is in terms of Satisfactory 
Academic Progress (SAP), which was outlined in the September 
newsletter. If you drop after the census date for the term, your aid will not 
be adjusted (unless you are dropping a course that has not begun yet) 
but it counts against your SAP status. For instance, if you drop from 12 to 
6 credit hours, your aid will stay at the full-time rate, but your Percent of 
Completion Rate for SAP would be, at the most, 6/12 which is 50% and to 
remain eligible for aid in the future you need to be at or above 67%. 

Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid
The most feared and misunderstood college 
application is upon us again. Starting October 
1, the 2021-2022 FAFSA became available for 
completion. We recommend that you complete 
your FAFSA early, the earlier the better. If you 
completed a 2020-2021 FAFSA, you can login to 
www.fafsa.gov using the same username/email 
and password that you used prior and simply 
click on FAFSA Renewal. The FAFSA Renewal 
will preload much of your information from your 
previous FAFSA. You only have to update a few 
items during the renewal such as your year in 
college, household size, number in college, and 
then the financial information for the tax year 
2019. Ohio State’s priority deadline is February 1, 
2021, but do not wait until the end of January to 
complete the FAFSA. The earlier you complete 
your FAFSA, the earlier we can review it and 
update your To Do List on Buckeye Link. 

Once you complete your 2021-2022 FAFSA, you’ll 
get a confirmation email from FAFSA but you will 
not receive any notification from Ohio State, as we 
can’t start processing them until closer to the end 
of the semester (December). We still recommend 
that you complete the FAFSA early so that we 
receive your FAFSA in the initial batch. Once we 
have your FAFSA we’ll review it and then make 
the updates to your To Do List for the 2021-2022 
school year. If you then enroll in summer courses, 
your award package will be available in mid-April 
to help with summer tuition. If you do not plan on 
summer enrollment, your award package will be 
available in late May or early June. 

There is also the possibility that your FAFSA will 
be selected for verification, especially if you were 
selected in prior years. We’ll put the verification 
requirements on your To Do List in early January 
and you can get those forms completed early and 
be done until the late spring or early summer. 

 The key is to complete the FAFSA early. We know 
what happens; students decide to wait or put it 
off and then the next thing they know they miss 
the priority deadline and miss out on free money 
through Ohio State’s various grant programs. We 
do not want you to miss out on any free money, so 
get your FAFSA done early!

Ohio State Lima Texting
Do you want to get quick, easy reminders about campus 
activities or financial aid? If you do, you can sign up to receive 
those texts along with texts from your academic advisor and 
Career Development Office. You can opt in to whatever groups 
you like and opt out at any time. If you opt in to the financial aid 
service, you’ll receive updates on approaching aid deadlines and 
aid opportunities as well as potential financial advice (tips and 
hints). To opt in, simply click the link and complete the form at 
lima.osu.edu/texting 


