



The Board of
The Ohio State University at Lima
September 11, 2025


Keith Horner called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. with the following members present: Holli Underwood, Teresa Hirschfeld, Sophia Walker, Audray Allen, Patrick Ellis, and Ann Rea Miller. Dean Young attended in her official capacity as did Robin Pohl.

New members Holli Underwood and Ann Rea Miller introduced themselves. Dean Young noted that Nicholas Moeller stepped off the board and that she was moving forward to fill the vacancy. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Mr. Ellis moved and Ms. Allen seconded the motion that the reading of the May 8, 2025 minutes be waived and approved as previously electronically distributed. The motion carried unanimously. 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: Sophia Walker introduced herself as a third-year biology major pursuing a pre-med track. She then noted that classes started a week later than typical this August. She shared that many student organizations and clubs were represented at the involvement fair and there was a great turnout, combined with the opening event celebrating the first class offered by Ohio State Lima in 1960. She then shared that as a member of the homecoming court she had dinner at President Carter’s residence and enjoyed meeting other students and discussing their shared experiences that at times can be vastly different.

ADVANCEMENT UPDATE: Director of Development, Kayla Zehery shared a presentation detailing the varied tasks performed by the advancement office. She then shared her vision for fundraising priorities this upcoming year and how the advisory board members can help achieve these philanthropic goals. She concluded by introducing the new Scarlet Sessions program where faculty will showcase their talents both on campus and at community presentations.

DEAN AND DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Dean Young opened by sharing that the staff on campus built a campaign to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the first class held by Ohio State Lima in 1960 with many touchpoints to occur during the upcoming year. 

She then discussed new campus initiatives and events to include Buckeye Stride, participation in the United Way Day of Caring, and the recent Soil Health and Water Management Field Day. She updated members that both enrollment and retention numbers have increased. 

Dean Young then mentioned ongoing and original potential partnerships with university partners and community members to include a Health and Rehabilitation Science initiative, the Appalachian and Rural Health network, and that she is engaging in conversations regarding residential life. She then shared that on Monday she would be announcing the new online associate of arts degree to be offered by our campus beginning in spring semester 2026.

She went on to announce that Dr. Adepeju Opaleye joined OSU Lima as the new coordinator for the Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology program. We continue to build relationships by offering the Lean Six Sigma certification, hosting Career Day at the EEMC, and by participating in the upcoming ABET certification site visit. She concluded by thanking all for their continued support and engagement.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 pm with a motion by Mr. Horner seconded by Ms. Hirschfeld. 
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