



The Board of
The Ohio State University at Lima
March 12, 2026


Kerri Romes called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. with the following members present: Holli Underwood, Audray Allen, Patrick Ellis, Corey Foster, Heather Rutz, Joseph Sreenan, Teri Hirschfeld and Ann Rea Miller. Dean Young attended in her official capacity as did Robin Pohl. Kayla Zehery attended as well.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Mr. Foster moved and Mr. Ellis seconded the motion that the reading of the January 8, 2026 minutes be waived and approved as previously electronically distributed. The motion carried unanimously. 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: Sophia Walker gave her report highlighting events occurring thus far in spring semester to include the provost’s visit to campus, a student-led panel for incoming students, and the Taste of OSU event on the Columbus campus.

FACULTY ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT REPORT: Cosmin Roman was unable to attend. A written report was distributed in his absence.  

FISCAL UPDATE: Julie Sosa shared a 5-year budget projection commenting that sources this past period came in higher than expected, the cost of utilities continues to rise, and SSI is expected to decline in FY27. Regarding enrollment projections, Dean Young commented that there is a general sentiment that higher education is not worth the investment in time and money and that the demographic cliff is having an impact. She noted that work continues to build a new 90-credit degree. Regarding strategy for staying within the budgeted forecast, Kayla Zehery discussed optimized marketing spending commenting that digital marketing is more effective than traditional styles.

Kayla then asked the advisory board members to consider being ambassadors for the upcoming Lima campus Day of Giving campaign, noting that the dedicated fund this year will be on health, wellness, and recreation. 

DEAN AND DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Dean Young opened by inviting the advisory board members to the upcoming undergraduate research forum and the academic celebration. She then asked them to hold April 13 in anticipation of the Regional Campus Commitment celebration expected to take place on the Lima campus. She continued noting that site visits were occurring at area hospitals for the med lab science degree, expected to begin AU27 on the regional campuses; OSU extension agents and our local farmer will begin efforts to spotlight initiatives occurring on the Lima Regenerative Agricultural Farm; and that the campus began a personalized video project reaching out individually to potential students. She then mentioned in effort to expand ways to broaden community exposure to the work taking place at the Education Engineering and Manufacturing Center open houses would take place over the summer. She concluded by thanking Heather Rutz and Cenovus for the generous gift and noting the Engineering Discovery Day was highly successful. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:04 pm with a motion by Ms. Hirschfeld seconded by Dr. Sreenan.
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